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Reportage on Downing of Libyan Jets, CW Plants 


Mock Expresses Views 
AUOS0/] 130089 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Alors Mock by Franz 
Siebenbuerger in Mama Plain, Salzburg. on 5 January— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Siebenbuerger] Mr Foreign Minister Mock, how d⸗ 
you assess the conflict between the United States and 


Libya, or rather the shooting down of the two Libyan jets” 


[Mock] First of all, at a ime when international tensions 
are decreasing, this 1s certainly a counterdeveiopment, a 
very dangerous, tense situation in the Mediterranean. 
Second, at the disarmament conference in Paris, which 
will start at the weekend and where | will take the floor 
on Sunday morning [8 January}, I will speak in favor of 
accepting the readiness for inspection. Since in the INF 
Treaty we have accepted the verification of the reduction 
of intermediate-range missiles, why can we not do so in 
this case, too. 


Concerning the incident itself, 1 do not know the precise 

circumstances. Argument opposes argument in this case. 

The incident took place in international waters. There- 

fore, | am rather critical, if 1t cannot be proved—and this 

a 
attack. 


A neutral state, and every state, in particular in our 
situation, has to strictly observe international law. In 
assessing this incident after we have received more 
detailed information, we will follow these norms. 


[Siebenbuerger] Do | understand you correct!y: If there 
was an attack action, the United States reacted correctly. 
If not ... 


[Mock] Yes, so far | do not know whether there was an 
attack action. | will, however, proceed from this premise 
until | have proof to the contrary. 


[Siebenbuerger] How dangerous, do you think, this inci- 
dent is? What may develop out of it? Do you believe, or do 
you hope, that the matter has ended for the time being? 


[Muck] Yes, of course a regional miiitary escalation may 
develop. Then, ladies and gentlemen, the chance of 
arriving at a Middie East settlement—which is rather 
slim anyway and where ‘Arafat has indeed made a 
positive advance move—will be reduced again. We have 
to finally achieve this Middle East conference. This 
incident reduces the chance again. Therefore, | am very 
astonished that the offer for inspection—and one could 
really send an expert there—has not been accepted to 
date. Anyway, | will speak in favor of this. 


AUSTRIA 1 


[Siebenbuerger} You are going to the chemical-weapons 
conference in Paris at the weekend. Among other things, 
the fact that the Unned States accuses Libya of building 
a plant for the producticn of chemical weapons will 
certainly be discussed. Even in NATO circles there is the 
view that the United States is overshooting the mark 
with this claim. What do you think? 


[Mock] That 1s why I—as the representative of a neutral 
country—am even more cautious and critical, since even 
NATO member states are so cautious toward its big ally. 


[Siebenbuerger} Does this mean that you think this is not 
such a plant, you believe the Libyan statements that it 1s 


a pharmaceutical plant or ... 


[Mock] | do not know, but 1 consider it important that 
the FRG Government and high-ranking representatives 
have said that so far they have not found any evidence 
that something like that has been built, or rather, has 
been built by German companies. Yesterday it was said 
that the United States will present additional documents 
on this issue. 


[Stebenbuerger] A last question on this matter: It was 
also sand that Austnan companies have possibly been 
involved or that corresponding basic products have been 
exported via Austria not only to Libya but also, previ- 
ously, to Iraq. Do you have any evidence of this? 


[Mock] None ai all. 


Commentary Says Action 
AU0S01 103889 Vienna NEUE AZ in German 
5 Jan 89 p6 


[Georg Hoffmann - Ostenhof commentary: “The Excuse”) 


[Text] It 1s not a certainty that al-Qadhdhafi is producing 
poison gas. Be that as it may: The escalation that 
Washington 1s staging in the Mediterranean uses the 
Libyan chemical plant only as an excuse. 


The United States has its own poison gas production. 
The same goes for the USSR. The two big powers do not 
deny that. According to experts’ estimates, another 20 
states in the world probably have facilities for the 
production of lethal gases. However, has one heard of 
U.S. plans to bomb Iraqi plants? Or French ones? And 
what would they say if a foreign power were to take US. 
facilities for the production of combat gases as targets? 
No, the Libyan chemical plant is only an excuse for the 
new anti-al-Qadhdhafi crusade, the climax of which was, 
for the time being, the shooting down of the MIG's over 
the Medi*srranean. But why is it just now that the 
campaign against the revolutionary leader from the 
Maghrib is being waged again? One can only speculate 
about the power games and intrigues in the outgoing 
Reagan administration. One thing seems to be certain: 
Influential circles in Washington consider the general 
outbreak of peace in the world as extremely uncanny. 
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And it 1s true, indeed: How can I talk the government 
into buying weapons if there is detente and an atmo- 
sphere of negotiations everywhere? And how do | intend 
to “sell” monstrous military budgets to the people if the 
traditional archenemies are getting more and more 
friendiy and popular? 


Al-Qadhdhafi might become the victim of general 
detente. After all, the Western superpower does need a 
bit of tension—even if in is only with the “wild son of the 
desert” in northern Africa. 


Said To Ship Chemicals To Iraq 
AU0401131489 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 4 Jan 88 


[Helmut Brandstaetter report from Bonn] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The Darmstadt Public Pros- 
ecutor’s Office suspects a specific Austrian company in 
connection with its investigations of FRG companics 
since November 1987—companies which allegedly 
delivered parts of equipment for the production of 
chemical agents to Iraq 5 years ago. During the Gulf war, 
Iraq wanted to force luck on its side through the use of 
gases in combat. 


Five German companies are suspected of having helped 
in the construction of a factory for the manufacture of 
nerve agents. According to the German foreign trade 
law, the export of component parts for a chemical 
warfare plant is prohibited. Therefore, the Public Pros- 
ecutor's Office suspects, the Germans used foreign com- 
panies in European states to feign exports to these 
countnes. The final destination, however, was Iraq. 


In the case of Austria, these feigned exports went via the 
Neuberger company in Neuberg/Muerz [in the province 
of Styria}, the Public Prosecutor's Office suspects. The 
Stynan company with about 65 employees does indeed 
deliver laboratory equipment to the Middle East and the 
FRG. This morning no one from Neuberger was avail- 
able to answer our questions. 


The German Kari (Kolb) company, which allegedly used 
, denies the assertions of the Public Prosecu- 
tor’s Office most categorically. There are business con- 
tacts with Neuberger because the Austrians deliver lab- 
oratory furniture. There have, however, never been any 
exports to Austria—not to speak of feigned ones, it was 
said. Kari (Kolb) company also refers to a court judg- 
ment it has won against the Bonn Government. The 
judgment is, however, not yet final and binding, and 
therefore the investigations of the Public Prosecutor's 
Office are continuing. [passage omitted] 


AUSTRIA 


Company Manager on 
AU0S0108 1189 Vienna NEUE “RONEN ZEITUNG 
in German 5 Jan 89 p 2 


[Excerpt] Graz—{Passage omitted) NEUE KRONEN 
ZEITUNG talked to the manager of one of the compa- 


rather moderate scale to Iraq, such as “chemical stoves.” 
These are facilities that are also delivered to the uni ver- 
sity. The company is not aware of any guilt on its part, in 
particular since no law has been violated, Steiner said. 
[passage omitted] 


Greens’ Depety Admits of Exports to Iraq 
AU0S01091389 Vienna NEUE AZ in German 5 Jan 89 p 6 


[Franz Fischill report: “An Austnan Company as Helper”) 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted) On Wednesday [4 January] 
Greens’ Deputy Peter Pilz stated concerning the alleged 
illegal exports to Iraq via Austria that he has known 
about this for about 2 years. At this time he aiso had talks 
with the Iragi ambassador in Vienna. The diplomat 
wanted to use his influence in Iraq so that Pilz would be 
able to visit the factory. Since then he has not received 
any reply, Pilz said. 


Commentary On Need for Chemical Weapons Controi 
AUOSO/ 104189 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
5 Jan 89 p 1 


[“g-b.” commentary: “High Noon”) 


[Text] Almost 3 years have passed since the United States 
dropped its lethal bombs on Libya. Now, there has again 
been a direct confrontation in the Mediterranean off the 
Libyan coasi—end again there is a quarrel about who 
provoked whom. It is a fact that in a heated atmosphere 


First, the United States will hardly be able to prove the 
assertion that the Libyans provoked them, and second, 
many states—at least the Arabs and most nonaligned 
countries—are on the revolutionary leader's side with 
regard to the chemical plant. Even NATO allies speak of 
an overreaction on the part of the Americans. It is good 
when the world defends itself against the possibility of 
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unpredictable Third World statesmen acquiring chemu- 
cal weapons. However, where should one draw the line? 
A facility for the manufacture of pharmaceuticals can be 
turned into one for the production of chemical weapons 
with very little manipulation. 


In view of this discussion, the Paris conference is becom- 
ing increasingly important. Following the exampie of the 
Vienm IATA, we community of states could establish 
an appropriate forum in Paris to place chemical weapons 
at least partially under control. Their production and use 
cannot be prevented by flexing one's muscies but only by 
cooperation arnong all civilized states. 


Blecha, CSSR's Kincl Open New Border Checkpoirt 
AU0301131989 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 
3 Jan 89 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “CSSR Visas Also at the Border™] 


ey hn me ny emerge 7 te we 
the Austrian-CSSR border checkpoint of 

Gost Hane Interior Minister Kari Blecha and his CSSR 

counterpart Frantisek Kincl opened one of the three new 

border checkpoint buildings on CSSR territory, which are 

imtended to help make border crossings casier. 


Since the beginning of this year, visas for travel to our 
neighboring country have been issued directly at the 
border in Wullowitz-Doini Dvoriste, Berg-Petrzalka, 
and Kieinhaugsdorf-Hate—daily, between 0700 and 
1900 hours. Applicants need a passport, two passport 


(available at 
korunas has to to be paid, however not for children under 
the age of 15. 

The Austrian Interior Ministry emphasized that these 
new ions that have been in force since the begin- 
1989, are the result of systematic development 
and numerous bilateral contacts at the highest level. 


The most important stages were the extension of the 
transit duration from 24 to 48 hours by the CSSR tha: 
came into force on | Jauwuary 1988. This was followed by 


Embassy in Vienna issued some 250,000 visas, which 
were generally valid for 3 months and permitted 
repeated entry. Besides, the CSSR authorities in Vienna 
continue to remain competent for applications for long- 
term or permanent residence in our neighboring country. 
[passage omitted] 

Police Arrest Drug Seize Drugs 
AU0S01113189 Vienna NEVE KRONEN-ZEITUNG 

in German 5 Jan 89 p 10 


[Summary] Lower Austrian police seized heroin, 
cocaine, and marijuana worth about | million schillings 
when they arrested a drug gang led by 28-year-old 
Kiemba Usungu from Tanzania. Usungu brought her- 
o1n, cocaine, cannabis resin, and manjuana from Budap- 
est to Vienna by piane and delivered the drugs to 
Nigerian Trevor Okonkwo (29) and Libyan Abdelbasit 
Abdelaziz [spelling as published] (25), who then handed 
heroin and cocaine over to Pesendorfer from 
Mitterbach, Lower Austra, a 25-year-old dealer. 
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Foreign Office Says Plane Downing ‘Self-Defense’ 
LD0401202989 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1919 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] The 4,000 Britons living in Libya are not 
believed to have been placed in danger by the action over 
the Mediterranean today, government sources said 
tonight. They stressed that Britain had no prior know!l- 
edge of the air battle in which two U.S. planes shot down 
two Libyan fighters in international airspace. 


The government appears to have decided on a low profile 
response to the incident and no immediate advice 1s bring 
issued by the Foreign Office to the Libyan-based Britons, 


U_S. action was not premeditated, unlike the bombing raid 
launched by US. aircraft from Britain in 1985. The Prime 
minister declined to respond to reporters’ questions about 
the air action when she returned to Downing Street this 


Dr David Owen, the SDP leader, commented: “US. 
naval pilots have the right to self-defence in interna- 
tional waters. On the face of it there is no need to 
connect this action with any US. intentions relating to 
the chemical plant in Libya.” 


Mrs Thatcher was kept informed of developments 
throughout the day and a Foreign Office spokesman said 
Britain was “in touch” with the United States. But the 
prime minister will be under pressure from the opposition 
to dissociate herself from the attack. [passage omitted] 


Government sources believed the White House knew 
nothing of the incident until it had happened. [passage 
omitted] 


Britain, in its first comment on the incident tonight, 
accepted that the U.S. acted in self-defence. A Foreign 
Office statement said: “The United States have given us an 
account of what happened from which it is clear that they 
acted in self-defence. They rightly regard the incident as 
closed.” 


Foreign Office on Purpose of Libyan Plant 
LD0401 205289 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2005 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Britain has “independent information” Libya has 
a plant intended for chemical weapons production, the 
Foreign Office said tonight. The statement is the first 
official British confirmation the plant, which is at the 
centre of a new U.S.-Libyan row, exists. It comes after 
several days of stonewalling by spokesman in reply to 
questions on the British reaction to American reports. 


The Foreign Office said: “We have been in contact with 
a number of countries to make the point that we have 
independent information on the Libyan chemical weap- 
ons programme. “This information shows that the plant 


1S very large and that there can be no doubt that it 1s 
intended for chemical weapons production.” The 
spokesman deciined to say how the existence of the plant 
was established. Earlier the Foreign Office said that the 
issue of chemical weapons will come to a head at a 
conference in Paris next week. 


Foreign Office Minister Mr William Waldegrave will 
address the conference which, according to an official 
Statement, is intended to reassert the authority of the 
prohibition against the use of chemical weapons con- 
tained in the 1925 Geneva protocol. 


Foreign Office on Moscow Human Rights Conference 
LDO0401191989 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1825 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Britain today gave qualified support to the hold- 
ing of a hman nights conference in Moscow in 1991. 


But only if the Soviet Union continued to implement 
reforms. 


A Foreign Office statement spelled out strict conditions 
that Britain will want met by the time the conference 


takes place. 


These include the Kremlin's guaranteeing Soviet citizens 
free speech, freedom of emigration, and political and 
religious freedom. British officials denied the decision was 
an about-turn by Mrs Thatcher. she had been one of the 
most reluctant of the Western leaders about a Moscow 
venue because of the Soviets’ Past human mghts record. 
The Foreign Office said it understood that the United 
States also agreed to Moscow on similar conditions. 


Final decisions have still to be made on whether minis- 
ters will attend. Representative: of NATO, the Warsaw 
Pact and neutral countries are set to take part. Officially 
the conference is part of a review process under the terms 
of the long-running conference on Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe. Similar review conferences are due to be 
hela in Paris and Copenhagen over the next two years. 


Mrs Thatcher is likely to hold a gereral election in 1991, 
while president-elect Bush faces the American electors 
the following year. A human rights conference in Mos- 
cow, if Mr Gorbahev's reforms succeed, could help the 
electoral forunes of Western leaders. Few diplomatic 
observers doubted tonight that Mr Gorbachev had 
achieved a significant breakthrough. Mrs Thatcher is 
thought to have been convinced by the American argu- 
ments for attending the conference. The United States 
had argued that if Soviet progress on human rnghts was 
maintained the Western powers should be ready to 
attend. The Foreign Office statement said: “Progress 
made with the Soviet Union on human nghts issues over 
the past few months has fully justified our insistence on 
firm commitments by the Soviet authorities in this field, 
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as the condition for our agreement that the 1991 meeting 
be held in Moscow.” It applauded Moscow allowing 
Jewish and other people to leave the Soviet Union. 


The release of political and religious prisoners and a 
Soviet undertaking to review outstanding cases were also 
approved. The statement added: “This is a substantial 
improvement in Soviet human nghts’ performance 
which we welcome. “Nonetheless much remains to be 
done and we shall continue to monitor the reforms 
carefully between now and 1991." 


Shadow Foreign To Meet ‘Arafat 
LD0401 141689 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1346 GMT 4 Jan 88 


[By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION chief polit- 
ical correspondent] 


[Text] Shadow Foreign Secretary Mr Gerald Kaufman is 
to have talks with Yasir ‘Arafat in Tunis carly next week 
at the invitation of the PLO leader, it was announced at 
the House of Commons today. 


Mr Kaufman has just returned from a visit to Israel 
where he met Mr Peres, the leader of the Labour Party 
and finance minister, Mr Rabin, the defence minister, 
and Mr Arens, the new foreign minister. 


He also met other ministers, senior government officials, 
army officers and senior Palestinian representatives. 


Mr Kaufman will be accompanied by Mr Ernie Ross, 
chairman of Labour's Parliamentary Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


His talks came at a time when the British Government ts 
urging Israci to match the new conciliatory line 
announced by Mr ‘Arafat on behalf of the PLO. 


But the Israelis say they will not talk to the PLC which 
they regard as a terrorist organisation. 

Foreign Office Minister Mr William Waldegrave might 
also meet Mr “Arafat next week, writes Tom McMullan. 
PRESS ASSOCIATION diplomatic correspondent. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said today that Mr Walde- 
grave will fly to Tunis at the end of next week for a meeting 
of British ambassadors based in North Africa. 

It was expected that Mr Waldegrave will meet an official 
of the PLO. A few weeks ago in London he met an 
adviser to Mr ‘Arafat—Mr Bassam Abu Sharif—the first 
meeting between a British minister and a PLO represen- 
tative for five years. 


Officials did not discourage the view that Mr Walde- 
grave will meet the PLO leader. 

Such a meeting will break new ground in Britain's 
contacts with the PLO. Tais will be seen as further 
evidence of Britain's readiness to deal with the PLO on 
a regular basis at a high level. 


For years contact between the British Government and 
the PLO was confined to officials. 


A mecting will also represent further backing for the 
British call, outlined by Forcugn Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe yesterday, that Israel should respond to the PLO's 
peace initiatives in the Middle East. 

Mr Waldegrave who has denartmental responsibility for 
the Middle East is due to visit Israel within the next few 
months. 
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Press Views U.S. Downing of Libyan Aircraft 
AU0S01132089 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 5 Jan 8&9 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Press comment today focuses on the downing of 
two Libyan MiG aircraft by U.S. interceptors. 


The daily DIE WELT writes on the incident over the 
Mediterranean: U.S. interceptors downed two Libyan 
fighter aircraft. This serious incident signals how highly 
explosive the relationship between Washington and Al- 
Qadhdhafi is. A new military attack by the United States 
against targets in Libya must be expected. The escalation 
1S attributable to the building of a chemical plani in 
Libya. Based on negative experiences, one beleves al- 
Qadhdhafi capable of virtually anything, including the 
production of chemical weapons. However, the United 
States has difficulty in supplying evidence, because the 
plant has not started production, and the U.S. intelli- 
gence service has not been able so far to present more 
than assum, ions. 


KOELNER STADTANZEIGER says: Al-Qadhdhafi 
must feel threatened. This 1s the only explanation for the 
fact that Libyan fighter aircraft headed for U.S. units in 
the Mediterranean with a clearly hostile intention. So the 
incident cannot be viewed as an isolated case. Yet, it 
does not have to have any consequences. When in 
Reagan's first year of office in 1981 Al-Qadhdhafi arbi- 
tranily expanded Libyan territory in the Mediterranean, 
the United States also downed two Libyan aircraft, 
without this leading to an escalation. 


Now a quotation from BADISCHE ZEITUNG, pub- 
lished in Freiburg: The United States and Libya are 
continuing their policy wild-west style. Is Al-Qadhdhafi 
the scoundrel who only pretends that he wants to have 2 
sound relationship with his environment, and who in 
reality devises plans to produce weapons and launch 
attacks? Or is the U.S. Administration to blame, which 
cannot give up a familiar enemy image and cannot 
believe that the new chemical plant south of Tripolis will 
only produce goods for civilian purposes? There is no 
doubt that the tensions which led to the exchange off 
Tobruk have been created by the United States, which 
has again imputed evil intentions to the Libyans, without 
being able to present convincing evidence. Doubts about 
Al-Qadhdhafi are justified However, they can be dealt 
with at the Paris conference on chemical weapons, 
scheduled to begin the day after tomorrow, and by 


reaching an agreement on regular inspections. 


STUTTGARTER ZEITUNG comments as follows: To 
be sure, the U.S. policy toward Al-Qadhdhafi in the past 
has not been ineffective. If we can believe experts in 
Washington, the bomb attack on Tripoli made the colo- 
nel cool his heels for a while. On the other hand, it is 
quite possible that due to the recent events, he is brood- 
ing vengeance. However, it has not been proved whether 
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the air fight has directly to do with the chemical plant, 
but one thing 1s clear: The building of the plant and its 
purpose have caused threats and counterthreats. There 1s 
hardly any room for calm and objective consider- 
ations—neither on the Libyan side where different cat- 
egores seem to apply anyway, nor on the US. side where 
the public 1s easily carned away by new moods which are 
not likely esther to make people think things over calmly. 
Al any rate, the skirmish demonstrates how nervously 
Washington and Tripoli deal with each other. Moscow, 
too, has already warned the United States about an 
attack on Libya. The feud between the Afncan David 
and the American Goliath could easily acquire other 
dimensions. 


HESSISCHE/NIEDERSAECHSISCHE ALLGE- 
MEINE, published in Kassel, writes: In such an explo- 
sive situation, it 1s umpossible to distinguish between the 
attacker and the defender. Who provoked whom, is a 
matter of interpretation. Were Libyan fighter aircraft not 
permitted to approach the U.S. armada in international 
waters’? Did the U.S. units, which were cruising there 
with peaceful intent, have to feel threatened by an enemy 
who is inferior to them? Did the Libyan fighter pilots 
intentionally fail to hear the warnings, so as to provoke 
an incident? Whatever really happened—the military 
confrontation 1s the direct consequence of the political 
one. Both sides could have avoided it, if they had not 
been resolved to escalate things. 


BREMER NACHRICHTEN has this to say: The United 
States provokes the eccentric colonel in Tripoli by crussing 
with part of its naval force virtually at his doorstep. The 
Libyan for his part threatens revenge for cach actual or 
often only imaginary insult to his national vanity, accord- 
ing to the motto, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
Against this background, the Soviet reaction to the incident 
over the Mediterranean must really be assessed as wise and 
statesmanlike, because answering a relevant question, the 
deputy foreign minister said that he did not know of any air 
fight in the region. That means that the two superpowers do 
not want their rapprochement to be ruined by the military 
exchange off the North African coast. 


Genscher Comments on Libyan CW Plant Case 
LD0401 145189 Hamburg DPA in German 1407 GMT 
4 Jan 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—As yet, the FRG Government has 
no clues or proof of its own that German firms have 
supplied chemicals for alleged Libyan production of 
poison gas. Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher said this to the press in Bonn today. 


Al the same time, the minister sent a clear message to 
Washington, but without explicitly mentioning the 
United States. He said: “In my speech to the Paris 
conference on a worldwide ban on chemical weapons 
next week, | will leave no doubt that all countries should 
take part in checks on suspect production.” 











It envisages the restriction of inspections to only those 
firms which annually receive more than one metric ton 
of key prodvcts for poison gas production. 


official contacts with the Foreign Ministry in Washington, 
the U.S. Government had emphasized its satisfaction with 
the earnestness of the Ge;man inquiries. 


The foreign minister rejected reproaches direc ed 
at Washington, as he had also directed his “all for control of 
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The Paris chemical weapons conference, in which prac- 
tically all the UN members are partecipating. ought not 
to become “an alibi event”, said the Federal minister of 
foreign affairs. He was expecting concrete impetus for 
progress on the worldwide ban. He was already in 
agreement with the French Government on this 


The Libyan case should also dominate talks between 
Genscher and the new Isracli foreign minister, Moshe 
Arens. Yesterday, Arens denied some remarks about 
alleged solid evidence of German supplies. The demal was 
later also stated by telephone to the German ambassador 
in Tel Aviv. 


In the last few weeks, the FRG Government on several 
occasions requested additional and supplementary mate- 
nal on alleged German supplies for Libyan chemical 
weapons production, deputy spokesman of the Foreign 
Office Hanns H. Schumacher announced on Wednesday. 
but no maternal had yet been received. 


Schumacher was adding to an official statement from the 
Federal Government which expressed regret that no 
conclusive evidence had been submitted. Government 
spokespersons would not give the names or numbers of 
other firms apart form Imhausen-Chemie—which has 
been named again and again—which might be made the 


subject of investigation. 


Al-Qadhdhafi Receives Genscher Envoy 
LD0401 190889 Hamburg DPA in German 
1829 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietnch Genscher has undertaken a direct initiative 
with Libyan head of state Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi with 
regard to international checks, Foreign Office deputy 
spokesman Hannes H. Shumacher said. Al-Qadhdhafi 
today received for discussions FRG ambassador in Tn- 
poli Huergen Heliner on Genscher's behalf. 


Genscher wanted to know what Al-Qadhdhafi thinks of 
an ‘aternational inspection of the disputed factory in 
Rabta. Hellner will probably see the head of state again 
tomorrow for further questions and explanations. The 
spokesman in Bonn has so far not been able to give any 
results of the talks. 


CDU-CSU's Ruehe on Libya, U.S. Talks, NATO 
LDOS01 140489 Hamburg DPA in German 
1051 GMT S$ Jan 89 


[Text! Bonn (DPA)}—Volker Ruche, deputy chairman of 
the CDU/CSU Bundes*ay group, has urged he govern- 
ments in Washington and Bonn to make clear the 
accusations made against German firms in connection 
with alleged poison gas production in Libya rapidly and 
ruthlessly. German foreign policy's ability to function 
must not be adversely affected. 
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Speaking to journalists in Bonn today, Ruche appealed 
im particular to the United States “to name names,” and 
to show the proof of supplies by German firms to Libya 
for the construction of a porson gas factory. Fuche, who 
will be travelling to Washington this weekend for talks 
with U.S. Government representatives, said +. : is con- 
cerned about the discussions taking place in the United 
States at presert. They could put a strain on German 
U.S. relations. 


that in 


Ruche reaffirmed his view that NATO must decide on 
the future structure of the nuclear deterrent. In addition 
to defining the minimum amount of weapons, it 1s also a 
matter of restructuring in a direction away from short- 
range missiles and of further reduction. The West should 
also undertake a unilateral reduction of nuclear artillery. 


Ruche suggested that the alires react positively to develop- 
ments in the Scviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev. The 

ATO ctanen hove to “bon dofteaion.” Ube enneated to Ge 
Soviets, in the wake of Gorbachev's disarmament 
announcements for the conventional sphere, to submit the 
East's concept for the negotiations in Vienna. Ruche said 
that he expects decisive progress toward the implementa- 
tion of a world-wide chemical weapons ban in | 989. 


German Subsidiary Firms Involved in Libyan Plant 
AU040i 134289 Cologne Dewtschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 4 Jan 9 


[Rainer Burghardt report {rom Geneva] 


[Text] Following rapid and comprehensive investiga- 
uons. Swiss authorities have found out two front firms in 
Zurich which are apparently closely associated with the 
porson gas deal. As the spokesman of the Berne Foreign 
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Ministry, (Michel Pache), expressly confirmed just now, 
one of these frort firms is a subsidiary of the German 
Imhausen chemical company in Lahr. Its name is 
IMHICO AG, @ combtieetion of the firm's initials. The 
name of the second fir’: ts IB] Engineering, with the 
abbreviation [BI stand:g for Ihsan Barbout: Interna- 
tional. According to a |°it WELT report today, Ihsan 
Barbouti 1s an Iraqi wit 4 }« ‘dae’: 45 passport and chief 
of IBI the headquarters of »v wch 14 on London. Judging 
by these findings, Barbouti 1s (vr key figure, so to speak, 
in the chemical deal with Libya. 


According to the Swiss Foreign Ministry, the govern- 
ment has no knowledge of any direct involvement of the 
firms in material supplies to Libya. As the spokesman 
said laconically, financial transactions are by no means 
prohibited. However, it is impossible to investigate or 
give details in this respect, he added. So far, the German 
Imhausen chemical company has not made any state- 
ments to Swiss authorities. The Berne Foreign Ministry 
also says that it is virtually impossible to get hold of the 
front firms, because in most cases they are handled 
anonymously by attorneys or other third persons. In one 
case, only a secretary was found, investigations are 
continuing. 


According to official information, the Swiss Govern- 
ment was informed by a U.S. delegation on the levei of 
high officials—as they have been descnibed—about sus- 
picious facts several days before Christmas. The delega- 
tion had shown photos which did not, however, provide 
clear evidence or allow «onclusions to be drawn regard- 
ing a Libyan plant. the Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 
Al any rate, the United States obviously relied on 
intelligence maternal. There is no law in Switzerland 
banning technical aid in such projects. However, in the 
case suspicious facts, efforts are always made to 
dissuade firms in talks from going ahead with such 
projects. However, it 1s impossible to talk to front firms, 
the spokesman said. In addition, Switzerland has joined 
the so-called Australian Group which has decreed export 
resirtions on roughly 30 chemical substances tha: 
could be used for the production of poison gas. More- 
over, eight substances are contained in the list of weap- 
ons the export of which 1s prohibited. 


US. Approval of Haman Rights Conference Viewed 
AU0S0/ 143889 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 5 Jan 88 p 10 


[“Rm” commentary: “Rash Decision”) 


[Text] The United States was the only country whose 
approval was still needed for a human nghts conference 
to bt held in Moscow in 1991 according to Soviet « ‘shes. 
Now President Reagan has agreed. Are the reason. that 
he used to explain huis decisions solid enough? It is true 
that lately the Sovizt state has no longer been trampling 
on human rights with such unscrupulousness. But it is 
still a long way from respecting them as a matter of 
course. More political prisoners are kipt in prisons and 











Genscher Discusses 1989 Foreign 
in German 5 Jan 89 p 5 

[Udo Bergdoll report: “Genscher: Make 1989 the Year of 
Europe”) 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


reach the goal of 2a European Central Bank. Those who 
renounce the dimension of currency policy, consider- 
ably reduce the effect of the single market. 


—NATO: In Genscher’s view, the alliance has to close its 
conceptual gap regarding to the question of short- 


—Polasd: The preconditions for a German - Polish 


ish relations have not only a political but also a 
historical and moral dimension. Richard von Weiz- 
saccker's invitation to Rakowski to participate in 2 
banquet in honor of Willy Brandt on 20 January offers 
a good opportunity for political talks, Genscher noted. 


Shevardnadze To Visit Before Gorbachev 
LDO40/ 141789 Hamburg DPA in German 1335 GMT 
4 Jan 89 


~~ Bonn (DPA)—Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
ize is expected to visit the FAG ahead of the 
visit by the state and party leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
planned for spring of 1989. FRG Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who talked about the plans to 
the press on Wedneslay, will discuss the <xact date in 
Paris on 9 January at ti: time of the international 
chemical weapons confercnce. |passage omitted] 
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Press Reviews Vienna CSCE Meeting 


AU0401 101089 Ca'ogne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The following are quotes on the debate of the 
Vienna CSCE follow-up meeting on a joint final docu- 
ment. The NORDWEST-ZEITUNG in Oldenburg 
stresses: If it is reall~ possible to conclude the Vienna 
CSCE follow-up meeting with the signing of the final 
document by the 35 states participating in the CSCE 
process, this third Helsinki follow-up meeting desurves a 
hopeful chapter in the book of international efforts for 


trol, which is desired equally by both East and West, but 
the final document also contains a human rights decla- 
ration with strongly binding rules for the signatory states, 
the NORDWEST-ZEITUNG notes. 


The BERLINER MORGENPOST asks: Will the final 
document of the Vienna CSCE follow-up mecting really 
contain a passage against the compulsory exchange of 
foreign currency into local currency? Political observers of 
the Vienna conference consider this possible, and unoffi- 
Se oe a t East Berlin has 

indicated that it will accept the 
One will have to see whether this will really happen. 
How>-ver, if such regulations were to be contained in the 
Vienna final document, this would at least give rise to the 
hope that an arbitrary barrier separating Germans from 
Germans will be removed in the course of time. 


After the BERLINER MORGENPOST, here is the opin- 
ion of the BREMER NACHRICHTEN: If the entry fee 
for the second German state were abolished, this would 
mean a very considerable normalization not only of 
tourist traffic but also of the entire bilateral relationship, 
which has always been badly strained by the compulsory 
exchange of foreign currency into ‘ocal currency. That 
the number of trips would increase because particularly 
less well-off people would also be inclined to decide in 
favor of a trip to the other Germany, would be a pleasing 
consequence. 


DKP Member on Party Goals, Difficulties 
PM0401 180489 London MORNING STAR in English 
3 Jan 89 pp 6-7 


[Interview wit! German Communist Party Presidium 
member Dieter Keller by Fritz Mueller: “DKP Towards 
2000;” date, place not given] 


[Text] It was 70 years ago that Kari Leibknecht and Rosa 
Luxembourg founded the Communist Party of Germany 
(KPD) over New Year’s eve, 1918. It was 20 years ago that 
the West German Communists re-established a revolution- 
ary party of the working class on September 26, 1968, after 
12 years of illegality. 
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The German Communist Party (DKP) has been celebrat- 
ing its 20th anniversary up and down West Germany. 


West Germany Communists, however, cannot really be 
happy about the state of their party. for a number of 
months now, there have been severe ideological argu- 
ments on the party’s future and past. yk 
regard the three-day 9th national congress, beginning in 
Frankfurt this Friday as a watershed event. [Mueller] A 
few months ago, the DKP party board adopted a draft 
document—Federal republic of Germany 2000—which 
is to be put to the 9th national congress. What role does 
this document play in the party’s overall programmatic 
enpruach and what are its basic contents? 


[Keller] In order to Keller this Mueller correctly it seems to 
be necessary to first mention thc tocument’s full title: Draft 
FRG by the DKP for an Alternative 
Peace-Oriented and Democratic Reform for the Nineties. 


This draft and its proposals develop our programme and 
our “theses.” These were adopted at our 8th national 


congress and still remain in force. Our party’s 1978 
programme posits Socialism as the long-term goal for our 
country. 


Our programme develops a policy for the time spent on 
the road, to this goal, a policy of bringing our society up 
to Socialism. 


As our next strategic intermediate goal, we seek to bring 
about a turn to social and democratic progress. 


Our programme states that we feel it necessary, possible, 
and desirable, in the interest of the working class, that 
this turn to social and democratic progress should lead 
the country into a system of anti-monopolist democracy. 
Through this we can open up the road to Socialism. 


FRG 2000 is not about a programmatic renewal. It is not 
about breaking with our present programmatic approach. 
But it is about extending our programme and putting it in 
more concrete form. It is about the critical incorporation 
of the new Muellers which our party is confronted with. 


From that we are formulating the tasks of the struggle for 
today. Thus we are taking up the new challenges arising 
from a period of radical change on a national and 
international scale. 


We are taking up the new challenges associated with the 
threat to the survival of humanity as a result of the 
worsening of global problems, and the scientific and 
technical revolution. 


This means pushing back the power of militarism and 
the military-industrial complex. 
The draft document says that “on this depends the 
solution of all other Muellers.” 
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As I said before, our programme is still fully in force. At 


[Mueller] in recent months there have been ‘serious 
ideological arguments in the DKP. Herbet Mies, chair- 
man of the DKP, in his report to the 13th party board 
plenary meeting, even spoke of two lines—one of which, 
he said, held “grass-roots democratic” or even “Liberal” 
these problems? Is the DKP even developing into a 
reformist party? 


[Keller] Among other things Herbet Mies states that: “In 
all kinds of discussion papers circulating in the party, 
some comrades have taken another course. 


“They have developed or started to develop a line which 
is different from that decided at recent party board 
plenary meetings.” 


And he added: “A Communist party cannot live in the 
long term with two lines side by side, and we are not 
prepared to do so.” 


It is becoming apparent that there is involved a Muellering 
of the Marxist-Leninist principles of the party, the break- 
ing with essential principles of democratic centralism and 
innter-party democracy. 


It is becoming apparent that this view is consistent with 
turning the DKP into a pluralist party. 


As an expression of these disputes there was a majority 
and a minority document—About The State and Future 
Development of the DKP—at the | 3th plenary meeting 
of the party board, which took place in preparation for 
the 9th national congress. 


This happened because the drafting committee set up by 
the party board could not agree unanimously upon a 
draft motion. 


The minority were not prepared to subordinate them- 
selves to the majority. They hold different views on 
fundamental Muellers. Their views differ from the draft 
party board document. 


The essence of the problem lies in different evaluations 
of both objective and subjective factor in our situation. 


Objectively capitalism turns out to be much more viable, 
and to have far more reserves, than previously foreseen. 


We have to prepare ourselves for a longer period of 
capitalism, longer than we used to assume. 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


Our goal, Socialism, has not moved closer in all these 
years. This raises many Muellers and destroys illusions 
as well. 


Socialism has not yet become an alternative for the 
masses in our country, both because of this type of 
objective reason and also because of the mistakes we 
have made. 


Another set of causes has to do with today’s period of 
radical change, which is leading to profound changes in 
the structure and the way of life of the working class. On 
the one hand we have millions in so-called “new pov- 
erty” and unemployment. On the other hand we have 
highly qualified blue and white collar workers, scientific 
and technical intelligentsia in the companies, adminis- 
trations, offices, laboratories and institutions. 


The scientific and technical revolution goes together 
with and aggravates a number of global problems. 


Linked to this period of radical change are new Muellers, 
such as the new relationship between reform and revolu- 
tuon, between global struggle and class struggle, and the 
role of the working class and its revolutionary party today. 


The processes of transformation in the Soviet Union with 
its contradictory effects are exerting a particularly signifi- 
cant influence on the complicated situation in our party. 


On the one hand there is enth:siasm for the great 
economic and political goals which he Soviet Union is 
setting itself. On the other hand, there is the effect on 
rnorale of the exposure of the crimes of the past, and the 
corruption and the stagnation in the more recent past. 


This raises Muellers in a party for which Ernst Thael- 
mann’s words were and still are very much taken to 
heart, namely that the criterion for a communist is his or 
her relationship to the Soviet Union. 


Not that this criterion in beiag challenged, but there are 
Muellers. How could such things happen in the Soviet 
Union? Why has it been concealed so far? This raises 
Muellers, also in our party. 


Added to this is the political development in our coun- 
try. There is, for instance, the relative stability of the 
right-wing coalition and the changes in the politics of the 
Social Democratic Party (SPD). There is the work of the 
Green Party and the underdeveloped unity of the forces 
left of the Christian Democrats. 


These factors and the stagnation and the partial fall in 
membership figures for our party when taken with 
unwelcome election results, leave us with many Muellers 
to Keller. 


The taking over of many of our demands, which used to 
be specific to the DKP by the SPD and the Greens leads 
to problems of identity for some comrades. 
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Instead of being glad about such successes, they give nse to 
doubts about the necessity of a revolutionary workers’s 


party. 


To be added to these difficulties there are a whole bundle 
of subjective problems, weaknesses and mistakes in the 
work of our leadership. 


it is wrong, However, to put these difficulties exclusively 
or mostly down to subjective causes, as demanded by the 
munority document. 


It is even more wrong to say that references we make to our 
successes are a manoeuvre aimed at diverting attention 
away from our weaknesses. 


this is wrong, conflicting with our reality, undermining 
self-confidence. In effect it is negating the expenence 
am the work of thousands and thousands of comrades. 


To say nothing of the fact that successes are the elixir of life 
for every party, for every organisation, and for every 
individual. Successes are also an important prerequisite 
for a sound optimism and the staying power that we need. 


I think that the draft motion, About the State and Future 
Development, adopted by the party board (the majority 
paper) provides a correct analysis of the party's strengths 
and weaknesses. It draws correct conclusions, in particular 
in terms of the improvement in our leadership's work and 
the further development of inner-party democracy. 


Basically this inner-party argument is a dispute about the 
search for ways of achieving successes faster and incor- 
porating new things. Now the whole party is called upon 
to discuss and help solve fundamental problems openly 


and objectively. 


The whole party must heip to improve the documents for 
the congress by the party's collective work and knowledge. 


The whole party must help to improve the party and its 
leadership's effectiveness on the basis of the teachings of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin, and our party programme. 


The present argument in the party is about the relation- 
ship between reform and revolution, and about the 
Mueller of the kind of party we need in order to do 


justice to current developments. 


Yes, there are reformist ideas in the party, which call for a 
breach with our programme and which want to abandon 
our party's class character. 


There are comrades who think that the new stage in the 
humanisation of politics cannot be linked to a revolu- 
tionary Organisation. but the fact is that we do need a 
revolutionary party of the working class. 
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This is not altered by the fact that, in our struggle for the 
preservation of peace and humanity, there are allies even 
in the bourgeois camp. We must of course struggle for their 
involvement in this fight. The struggle for the presentation 
of peace and humanity doesn't, however, abolish class 
struggle. We say quite clearly that the Mueller of nhuman- 
ity’s existence or non-existence together with the solution 
of other global problems has primacy. 


The first of our theses (adopted by the 8th national congress, 
1986) says: “The struggle for peace is the most important 
human task, the prime duty of every revolutionary.” 


In a country like West Germany, which we want to turn 
into a factor for peace, class struggle is a crucial condi- 
tion for the solution of global and social problems. 


We, who live and work in the native country of Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels, and declare our support for 
their teachings, have the strength to prevent the DKP 
from turning reformist. We have the strength to keep it a 
revolutionary party and to develop it further according 
to the new challenges we all face. I have confidence in the 
party and its membership. 


[Mueller] In other Communist parties, arguments of this 
kind have occurred much earlier and without the back- 
ground of this period of radical change, and without the 
current developments in the Soviet Union. Are there two 
different factors coinciding and are these current devel- 
opments triggering off problems which have been grow- 
ing in the DKP for quite a long time? 


[Keller] Basically there are three factors coinciding. 


There is the fact that we are in a period of radical change, 
based on the scientific and technical revolution with the 
global problems it creates. Then there are the develop- 
ments in the Socialist countries, and, as I said before, the 
long-lastingness of capitalism. 


This objectively a new and absolutely different situation 
from the one in which the first few signs of Euro- 
Communism developed. 


I Feel that we cannot compare the two situations. 


Our current and profound problems, our present com- 
plicated situation, is an expression of the period of 
radical change with its new challenges. 


At the same time we have to realise that this period of 
radical change hasn't come about like lightening out of 
the blue. It is a process which has been developing and 
which will intensify. 


Our current problems have evolved on that basis. It is 
our task now to do everything to avoid their aggravation 
and to clarify them. 
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The new Muellers arising from the present period of 
radical change have not yet been sufficiently assimilated 
nor fully embedded in the party. 


They have led some to false conclusions. The current 
problems of our party arise from the current situations, 
they are not a burden inherited from the past. 


Altogether, I think that the period of radical change 
challenges all Communist Parties and confronts them all 
with new difficulties. 


New conditions for class struggle and the building of 
Socialism are evolving, and, linked to the global struggle, 
new conditions for the national liberation movements. 


These new challenges and problems were also the theme 
at the iniernational conference organised by World 
Marxist Review last April. 


[Mueller] Monopoly capital has been collaborating on the 
international level for a long time. What significance does 
the DKP attach to future cooperation with other Commu- 
nist parties? How important are across-the-frontiers 
actions of trade unions, peace movements, and so On? 


[Keller] Monopoly capital does collaborate, and it is 
expanding, and it is preparing for the single European 
market. 


Under the command of Daimler-Benz, Europe's biggest 
arms manufacturing company is emerging. 


There is European collaboration in the fighter-90 and the 
airbus. the working people's standards of living are to be 
lowered, and hard-won social and democratic rights are 
to be cut back by the single European market. 


A military Bonn-Paris axix is being forged in order to 
reinforce collaboration in the field of armaments. At the 
same time, through this, the federal government wants to 
get control over nuclear weapons. On October | the first 
Franco-German brigade was set up in Boblingen, in our 
state of Baden Wurttemberg. There was a demonstration 
against this with many international participants. 


For the first time such a peace demonstration has been 
jointly organised by the South German and French peace 
movements. Peace activists from towns twinned with 
Boblingen also took part. 


In preparation for this demonstration, signatures were 
collected for a petition from both twinned towns against 
the Franco-German brigade. 


This international peace demo was a great enrichment of 
our struggle for peace and cooperation between our peo- 
ples. The significance of international is on 
the increase in view of the threat to human survival from 
nuclear weapons, and the destruction of the environment. 
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The same, I think, applies to the cooperation of the 
working class and trade union movements. 


Mass unemployment, cut back in social spending, and the 
single European market require increased cooperation. 


Sate Np capt ent S&S Geant hove sakes 
made preparations for the period following 1992, the 
working class and trade union movements are still lagging 


European-wide 

Sary in order to generate the appropriate 

the we face, and to develop effective counter- 
strategies. 


The same goes for Communist and workers’ parties, and for 
their cooperation with other left-wing forces and parties. 


Whatever the reasons, I believe that we are behind in 
developing cooperation between the Communist parties. 
The shaping of “Europe's future” largely depends on the 
overcoming of this and extending cooperation among 
the Communist parties. 


ii 


We want to make a contribution to this cooperation. We are 
working for the reinforcement of international solidarity. 


DKP Split 
AU0401174789 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
4 Jan 89 p2 


[Joerg Bernhard Bilke editorial: “Scoundrels and Sim- 
ple-Mindedness”’] 


[Text] At the German communists’ Ninth Congress in 

Frankfurt/Main next weekend [7-8 January], the DKP, 
whose members have decreased to 38,000 since 1985, 
threatens to be split into Moscow and East Berlin wings. 


This is primarily owing to communists who have matric- 
ulated, who are organized in the Marxist “Spartakus” 
studenis’ association, love discussions and cannot get 
enough of them, maintain many various contacts with 
the Soviet Komsomol youth organization and the editors 
of the SPUTNIK youth periodical which has been 
banned in the SED’s state since October, and give their 
mother party hell every month in their central organ, 
RED LEAVES. While “outrage” and “profound shock” 
was expressed in the December 1988 issue “about the 
ban ... of a magazine that advocates perestroyka and 
glasnost as well as the October Revolution,” the DKP’s 
and SED’s concept of history was subjected to a very 
critical examination in the January issue which has just 
appeared. In 12 “theses on the ban of SPUTNIK,” which 
are published under the catchwords “Dealing With Sta- 
linism”—a suggestive title—they speak about “intensi- 
fying controversies within the communist movement” 
and the “communists’ partial responsibility for the 
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emergence of the Nazi dictatorship.” Then party philos- 
opher Jan Vogeler, who is the son of German emigrants 
and is teaching in Moscow, analyzes Stalinism and its 
aftereffects. (“I was a passionate Stalinist”) 


We are stunned to read in an even more explosive article, 
headlined “Agents, Spies, Cunning Scoundrels”—an 
ironically used quotation from the KPD press of the 
fifties—about what has so far been considered “a defa- 
mation:” That high-level KPD officials like Leo Bauer, 
Kurt Mueller, Fritz Sperling were deported to the East 
bloc and were sentenced to 25 years of forced labor. In 
the last contribution, the intellectual GDR opposition 
takes the floor on two full pages. Two satirical artists 
who are performing in Cologne report freely on “the nice 
simple-mindedness of GDR culture, on censorship, 
underground literature, lacking publicity.” The Frank- 
furt trench battles might become an exciting event. 


CDU/CSU Politician Supports German Reunification 
AU0401174689 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
4 Jan 89 p 4 


{Interview with Eduard Lintner, CDU/CSU German 
Policy spokesman, by Ulrich Reitz, in Bonn: “Reunifi- 
cation Has Priority”—date not given] 


[Text] DIE WELT: Why does Chancellor Kohi not visit 
the GDR in the time being? 


Lintner: At the moment, there are few hopeful signs in 
the GDR which indicate a further development of 
mutual relations. Quite the contrary, resistance to 
reform efforts is increasing. If Helmut Kohl were to visit 
the GDR, it would mean accepting the rigid GDR 
attitude. We must not give such a signal. Moreover, there 
are no prospects for substantial improvements for the 
people over there; the SED is apparently not ready for it 
at the moment. 


DIE WELT: However, there is talk about movements in 
the fields of environmental protection (purification of 
the Elbe River) and traffic connections with Berlin... 


Lintner: These agreements have to be welcomed. However, 
I fear that all the other important spheres might suffer as a 
consequence because financial resources are scarce. | 
would like to recall the fact that the people on both sides of 
the border suffer more from air pollution in the GDR than 
from the poliution of the Elbe River, even though I agree 
that we have to do something for the North Sea, too. 
Regarding the Elbe, I think that appreciable progress can 
be made only if the CSSR is also included. 


DIE WELT: is this any different as far as cleaner air is 
concerned? 


Lintner: We know where the main sources of air pollu- 
tion are; the responsible industrial complexes in the 
GDR can be unequivocally determined. We can make 
specific and fast improvements in this field. 
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DIE WELT: Is it not also a sign of progress that the 
access to Berlin is to be made easier? 


Lintner: This is also a correct measure, but we have 
fought for a long time to make the GDR negotiate about 
it. However, what holds true in this respect is that there 
are also other routes of transport which must not suffer 
when the focus is put on the fast connections between 
Berlin and Hannover. Rail transport via Bebra or Lud- 
wigstadt, and also via Hof, must reach the standard our 
passengers are used to. Moreover, everything has to be 
done to make journeys shorter. 


DIE WELT: Could a visit by Chancellor Kohi not be a 
stimulus to all these matters? 


Lintner: No. First the experts have to work out solutions 
that can be accepted by both sides and then be agreed 
upon on at the top political level. 


DIE WELT: For some time the question of the right 
balance between reunification and European integration 
has been discussed by all parties in the FRG. What is 
your opinion on that? 


Lintner: The priority according to the Basic Law is clear. 
The commitment to reunification is a legal order, but 
European integration is a mere national objective. For 
any FRG Government this means: Any policy toward 
European unification is in line with the Constitution 
only as long as it does not impede the chances for 
reunification. 


DIE WELT: Does the European Parliament blueprint for 
an agreement on European Union not establish the 
necessary facts? 


Lintner: From the legal point of view it is clear to me that 
the draft agreement contains sufficient regulations that 
permit reunification. Whether these legally complicated 
connections and references are sufficient to outline to 
the public our desire for German unity is another ques- 
tion. Therefore, it should be made quite clear and be 
written down that the commitment for reunification has 
precedence in German policy. 


DIE WELT: Should this be made in the form of a proviso 
with regard to reunification? 


Lintner: Yes. This clarification should be made in an 
adequate form and appropriate formulation, in the pre- 
amble of the agreement, for example. This would also be 
a signal to our neighbors; it could be reasonably expected 
of them, because they have often bindingly declared that 
they support German unity. 


DIE WELT: Under this aspect, does the EC 
market worry you? 
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Lintner: Weil, we have to ensure that it does not impair 
reunification. However, to me it is quite clear that 
uniform rules and regulations do not make reunification 
easier and may even delay it, but they do not make it 
impossible either. This is what matters. Moreover, the 
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objectives of European unification must not be changed: 
We want a comprehensive Europe. We start out with the 
EC, because, for the time being, the others do not have 
the freedom to join us. To aspire to a comprehensive 
Europe also implies to be open to reunification. 
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Foreign Minister Calls For Calm in Mediterranean 
AU0401170789 Paris AFP in English 
1650 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Paris, Jan 4 (AFP}---French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas on Wednesday spoke out against 
increased tension in the Mediterranean, in reaction to 
the shooting down of two Libyan jets by U.S. warplanes. 


Mr. Dumas said “France does not want tension to mount 
in the Mediterranean,” during a news conference after 
the announcement of new U.S.-Libya clashes. 


“It is still too soon to known the exact circumstances of 
this incident, but France is giving close attention to the 
consequences that could result.” 


Mr. Dumas said the incident “only reinforces the need 
for international conferences” such as that on chemical 
arms due to start in Paris on Saturday. 


Libya, which has been accused by the United States of 
building a factory to produce chemical weapons, is 
expected to send a delegation to the conference. 


France, as “the host country, hopes that this conference 
will not be deviated from” its aim of giving a political 
boost to negotiations in Geneva on banning chemical 
weapons, said Mr. Dumas. 


Mitterrand Anti-Terrorism Meeting 
AU0401 194489 Paris AFP in English 1935 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Paris, Jan 4 (AFP)}—French President Francois 
Mitterrand said Wednesday he had proposed a meeting 
of the seven Western industrial powers to discuss terror 
attacks on airliners. 


During a meeting with diplomats, Mr. Mitterrand said 
he had written to the other members of the group of 
seven—Japan, the United States, Britain, Canada, West 
Germany and Italy—to propose a meeting of anti-ter- 
rorist experts to agree on strengthened measures. 


France is to organise the next G-7 annual summit, which 
ts due to be held in Paris in mid-July. 


Mr. Mitterrand’s proposal follows international concern 
after the December 21 bombing of a Pan American 
airliner over Britain that killed 270 passengers, crew and 


people on the ground. 
Libyan Envoy on Plane Downing, Chemical Plant 


Calls U.S. Action ‘Aggression’ 
LD0401191089 Paris Domestic Service 
in French 1650 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] The President-elect Bush finished his training 
very quickly. He was awakened in the night at the same 
time as President Reagan, in his Los Angeles house, was 
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be awaken by his security adviser, who told him that the 
U.S. Air Force had just shot down two Libyan MiG's in 
the Meditterranean. [passage omitted] 


Our reporter, Renaut Fessaguet has just been given the 
first comment on this by the Libyan ambassador to 
Paris, Mr. al-Khudayri. 


[Begin Al-Khudayri recording] What has just happened, 
happened near the Libyan coast. This really shows what 
the Americans are doing is an aggression, a provocation. 
Does this constitute a preparation for something that is 
being done against the Libyan people? We warn interna- 
tional public opinion and world leaders to put an end to 
this dangerous situation. We see what was done by our 
pilots, as mere routine, nothing more, nothing less. That 
is why we ask why the Libyan aircraft were shot. This 
really proves this is part of the anti-Libyan campaign 
which the Americans have staged. We have not done 
anything to provoke anybody. It is those who provoke us 
who must stop their provocations. We did not go to the 
United States. The Americans came here. On this basis | 
think international public opinion will be able to make a 
distinction between who is being attacked and who is 
attacking. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Another aspect of this affair is the reaction of Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, recorded this afternoon by 
Pierre Cayrol. Mr Dumas is diplomatically cautious. Of 
course, he regrets the U.S.-Libyan incident, but he 
mainly wants to avoid possible interferences with the 
international conference on chemical weapons which is 
to open on Saturday in Paris. 


[Begin Dumas recording] France is following with sus- 
tained attention the consequences which could ensue from 
this very incident. It hopes that tension will not rise in the 
Mediterranean. Being the host country of the Paris inter- 
national conference, France equally hopes that this confer- 
ence will not deviate from its agenda. There are more or 
less serious incidents happening at any given time in the 
international community which could hamper the smooth 
running of negotiations, which were planned a long time 
ago. Well, we will have to have the courage to pursue these 
conferences and negotiations. Events that happen here and 
there, and the one you have just mentioned is one of them, 
only intensify the need for the holding of such interna- 
tional conferences. [end recording} 


Explains al-Qadhdhafi Statement 
LDO501152489 Paris International Service 
in French 1245 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Yesterday's incident in the Mediterranean, 
which took place between Libya and Crete and involving 
Libyan and U.S. bombers, is reported to have lasted only 
10 minutes. But of course it is still being talked about. 


[passage omitted] 
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Answering a challenge with a challenge—that is what 
al-Qadhdhafi said. Reporter Farida Ayari a while ago 
asked the Libyan ambassador to Paris, Hamid al-Khudayri 
exactly what al-Qadhdhafi meant by this statement. 


[Begin recording] [Al-Khudayri] When one is aggressed 
against, one is forced to defend himself. As far as | know, 
we have not provoked anybody. We did not go any- 
where, we remained at home and it was the Americans 
who came to provoke us. And in this context, we are 
ready to defend ourselves and defend our country. I do 
not think that the world will find this approach contrary 
to international norm. 


[Ayari] Colonel al-Qadhdhafi has also said that the 
United States has sea and air supremacy but they do not 
have it on land, so you say you intend to defend 
yourselves; isn't it calling for terrorist actions when 
colonel Al-Qadhdhafi says that the United States could 
be defeated on land? 


[Al-Khudayri] I think history has always proved that 
great powers, whatever their might, could not defeat a 
people which aims to live in peace and which wants to 
live with dignity. That is wi.at he meant. 


Vietnam was the true example of defeating the biggest 
power in the world. The Libyan people are also ready to 
defend their achievements and territory against any 
aggression. Every means to defend one's country is good. 
and I think that history has always proved that when 2 
people is determined to defend itself, it does so its own 
way and with the available means. 


[Ayari] The United Nations Security Council will meet 
this afternoon, in response to your request. What do you 
expect from this meeting? 


[Al-Khudayri} I think the purpose is to confront the 
international community with its responsibility. And we 
hope that the Security Council—which is a body respon- 
sible for security in the world—will take adequate mea- 
sures to bring peace in the area and remove the danger to 
peace in the Mediterranean. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


Discusses ‘Pharmaceutical’ Plant 
LDO501131989 Paris Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] A chemical weapons factory, 
what factory do you mean? This is the reply of the 
Libyan ambassador to France, al-Hudayri, who points 
out that the establishment, situated about 60 kilometers 
from Tripoli, only manufactures medicines. He also 
notes, in a conversation with correspondent Mathieu 
Aron, that even if the factory were to produce chemical 
weapons, such activity is not banned: 


17 


FRANCE 


[Begin recording} [Al-Hudayri] We have stated this ver; 
clearly: It is a pharmaceutical factory, and we are ready 
to allow an international verification commission to see 
it. This proves that we are accountable for what we say. 


[Aron] Do you fear that this famous factory will be 
bombed? 


[Al-Hudayri] First, what right does the United States 
have to bomb a factory? What right does it have? It has 
no right. That is the first thing. Second, Libya has stated 
that it is ready for international experts to see and verify. 
Third, I think that the Geneva protocol does not ban— 
it bans the use, but not the manufacture—and that 
before us there are many states possessing enormous 
quantities of chemical weapons, so why does the United 
States not react against them? [end recording] 


[Announcer] In Tripoli it is pointed out that Western 
journalists might visit the Rabta factory today. [passage 
omitted] 


Minister Accuses Predecessor on Hostage Issue 
AU0S501111089 Paris AFP in English 
1106 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Text] Paris, Jan 5 (AFP}—French Interior Minister 
Pierre Joxe strongly criticised a leading oppos’tion fig- 
ure, Charles Pasqua, on Thursday for “hindering” the 
recent release of two French sisters, aged seven and six, 
held hostage by an extremist Palestinian group. 


In a radio interview Mr. Joxe denounced the “extremely 
dangerous behaviour and the contemptible motivation 
of those who seek to exploit problems involving human 
lives for political ends”. 


He was responding to a question concerning the role of 
his predecessor as interior minister, leading conservative 
Charles Pasqua, in the release of Marie-Laure and Vir- 
ginie Betille after 13 months of captivity at the hands of 
the extremist Abu Nidal group. 


A colleague of Mr. Pasqua, Jean-Charles Marchiani, 
travelled to Tripoli after Libyan authorities announced 
that the two girls, believed to have been held in south 
Lebanon, were due to be released. 


The girls were eventually handed over to French officials 
on December 29 although their release had been expected 
for Christmas. 
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Following the release of the Betille sisters, seized with 
their mother and a group of Beigians from a ship in the 
eastern Mediterranean in November 1987, Mr. Pasqua 
said it was clear “which side are the professionals and 
which side are the amateurs”. 


Dismissing Mr. Pasqua and Mr. Marchiani as “these 
private agents who take themselves for public services”, 
Mr. Joxe said it was “not the first time™ a confusion of 
roles of this kind had occurred. 


FRANCE 


He was referring indirectly to an earlier dispute between 
the ruling socialists and the conservative opposition over 
their respective merits in the release of French hostages 
held in Beirut by pro-lranian groups. 


Mr. Marchiam played a key role in the release of three 
French hostages held in Beirut last April, during the final 
days of the government led by neo-Gaullist premier Jac- 
ques Chirac in which Mr. Pasqua was interior minister. 











Prime Minister De Mita received Occhetto, PCI general 
secretary at Palazzo Chigi. Occhetto called on the gov- 
ernment to try play an active negotiating role to 
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first 
into account future developments, which concerns an 
area so close and of vital interest to Italy, was the main 


Foreign Ministry Calls for ‘Moderation’ 
ie 189 Rome ANSA in English 0833 GMT 
an 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome—The Italian Foreign Ministry 

a “general appeal for moderation” in a statement 
released a few hours after Wednesday morning's U.S. 
downing of two Libyan MiG's over the Mediterranean. 
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The statement voiced “deep concern” for the “very grave 
episode.” It also recalled constant Italian moves, which 
have been “intensified in the recent past” to prevent “an 
unjustified increase in tension in the Mediterranean area, 
particularly between the United States and Libya.” 


Cabinet To Discuss Issue 
AU0501110489 Rome ANSA in English 1024 GMT 
5 Jan 89 


MiG's over the Mediterranean Wednesday 
morning by American fighter jets tri deep concern 
in Rome government circles, ial sources at the 
premier’s office said in the evening and referred to the 
string of crisis factors already present in the geographic 
area in which the hostilities occurred. 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Jan 5—The downing of two 
Libyan 


The incident and related issues are certain to come up 
for thorough discussion in the cabinet meeting put on ihe 
calendar for Thursday, at a time when there will be more 
information available on the dynamics of the clash. 


Beginning Wednesday, however, these sources said, the 
premier's office was recommending moderation on all 
sides and the renunciation of all acts which could lead to 
recourse to Further military violence. 


Libyan Embassy Calls Shootdown ‘Incomprehensible’ 
AU0S01085989 Rome ANSA in English 
0825 GMT 5 Jan 89 


ext] (ANSA) Rome—The U.S. downing of two Libyan 

——— 
African coast Wednesday morning was an “act of provo- 
cation” which may “destabilise the whole region” accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the Libyan Embassy here later. 


The spokesman said Wednesday evening that the “prov- 
ocation” was “incomprehensible, especially at a time 
whea efforts are being made for a project for the Arab 
world’s unification.” 


The spokesman indicated that he was thinking in partic- 
ular of the project to create the greater Mahgreb cooper- 
ation region, which would group a number of North and 
Northwest African states in close consort. 


According to the embassy spokesman, the U.S. action 
could even have a destabilising effect on the western 
nations in the Med‘terranean region. 


He added that, in this situation, Libya “calls for the 
solidarity of the peoples of the Mediterranean area, 
recognising in this connection the role played by Italy in 
international peace moves.” 
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PLO’s Hammad Criticizes U.S. ‘U Attack 
AU0S01113889 Rome ANSA in English 1035 GMT 
5 Jan 89 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Jan 5—The Palestine Liberation 
Organization Representative in Rome, Nimr Hammad, 
said the downing of two Libyan MiG's by U.S. Fighter 
planes over the Mediterranean Wednesday morning was 
“an attack which was certainly unjustified” and voiced 
concern over complications the incident could cause for 
peace moves in the Middle East. 


In a statement delivered in the evening, Hammad said 
the U.S. Attack on the Libyan planes was “unjustified 
because it has not been proven that the Al-Rabtah plant 
produces chemical weapons and because there are coun- 
tries in the Mediterranean, like Israel, which are helped 
by the U.S. And which undoubtedly possess chemical 
and nuclear weapons”. 


The PLO representative's reference to the Al-Rabtah 
plant in Libya was to American aliegaiions that the 
facilities were built For the production of chemical 
weapons and Tripoli statements that the plant is 
intended for turning out medicines. 


Hammad said he was “sorry” and worried about “this 
dangerous escalation at a time in which there are effor’s 
focused on a solution through international diplomacy. 
This attack complicates the situation and runs counter to 
pacification and the spirit of detente. 


“We still hope that international and Italian diplomacy 
can find a solution and that there will absolutely be no 
lash or war”, he said. 


Other sources said in the evening that the Arab ambas- 
sadors in Rome intend to ask for a meeting in the 
Foreign Ministry to express their appreciation for Italian 
diplomatic moves and their concern with the turn of 
events surrounding the 1/.S. Libyan dispute. 


Occhetto Complains of ‘Two-Party’ Government 
35280049 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
6 Dec 88 p 2 


{Article by Giorgio Rossi: “Occhetto on the Attack 
Against De Mita”) 


ext] Rome—De Mita under stress, De Mita brazen, De 
ita still saying yes at the top of his voice, the De Mita 

t that must be beaten. The object of so much 

none other: Occhetto gives the figures, Occhetto the 

old Marxist, the PCI no longer party of the left, bandit-like 
methods. The question the politicians are most often 
asking at this time is what are the motives for the sudden 
and repeated attacks on each other by the two secretaries. 
The one who seems tougher and more explicit in the 
offensive, Occhetto, has also appeared the most ready to 
provide an answer: “If we go ahead in this way we risk 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


wearing away the democracy on which there already 
weighs the oppressive cape of a new Doroteism, of a 
partnership and power pact between the DC and the PSL” 


Talking about a partnership pact, Occhetto is referring 
not to the straightforward governing agreement between 
the DC and the PSI, but to that “consulship,” that 
“dyarchy,” which people are beginning to talk about 
with evident uneasiness in the secretariats of the parties. 
The dictionary definitions explain that dyarchy means a 
government “in which the supreme power is held and 
implemented, with equal authority, by two persons or 
two bodies”; and that consulship is a system of govern- 
ment exercised by the two supreme judges of ancient 
Rome, who were established with temporally limited 
powers at the beginning of the Republic “and continued 
during the whole Empire.” The secretary of the PLI, 
Altissimo, is more direct than Occhetto: he points to the 
danger that De Mita and Craxi may be increasingly 
tempted “to proceed as if the DC and the PSI were alone 
in the government.” The secretary of the PRI, La Malfa, 
does not see this as a danger, but as an already existing 
fact, already confirmed by various incidents. The secre- 
tary of the PSDI, Cariglia, for his part, is intent on 
halting the division of his party's spoils between the two 
competing allies. 


According to the Communist leadership, there has been 
a real about-face by De Mita, a drastic change of course: 
the institutional reforms, that were to have been tackled 
by discussion around the same table and that have been 
reduced to a test of force with the sole goal of a secret 
vote; the reform of the communal election law, the 
division of responsibilities between ministers and 
bureaucrats; a recognition of the PCI as — ſor an 
alternative alignment, and the instilling of morality in 
public life. And, as if that were not enough, there is the 
[two-party] consulship to participate in a power-sharing 
agreement. To that end, an attack on every front also 
aimed at increasing the discomfort of the PSI. 


Yesterday's edition of L'UNITA was indicative. A full 
account of Occhetto’s speech to Communist women, 
with the appeal to the Socialists “to consider where their 
current policy is leading them,” and to the lay parties to 
open a confrontation with the PCI “against the De Mita 
government”, and a dry poiemic on purely political and 
government topics. 


However, also on the front page, a new headline on the 
problems of the Banca Popolare Irpina, “whose share- 
holders include the entire De Mita family and other 
excellent Christian Democratic figures,” with reference 
to a full article on an inside page; and another ironic 
headline on the honorary degree that De Mita is to 
receive from the University of Pescara. This apparent 
return to the campaigns of the 1950's on the “forks” 
[political profiteering] has prompted some puzziement, 
also among the Communists. However, Ochetto’s reply 
is simple: We have attacked Craxi's Cacsarism and the 
misdeeds of many Socialists; how can we keep quiet in 














aya is on lop toaie to elon taotemp © 
1s 


= 
5 
5 
3 
: 
: 
ith 
z 
i 


atical. For De Mita, the problem is mirror opposite. Above 
all, [he must] “let sleeping dogs lie”: (Furthermore, he 
must] try to make the agreement last as long as possible, as 


* PCI, European Socialists To 
35280024a Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
10 Nov 88 p 14 


[Article by Stefano Marroni: “Craxi To Maintain Con- 
tacts Between the PCI and the European Left"} 


ext] The path of friendship betwee~ the PCI and the 
left goes by way of the Via del Corso. In fact, 

as Giorgio Napolitano announced yesterday, there will 
be a meeting between Bettino Craxi and Achille 
in order to determine the times and procedures 
of the summit, a kind of “convention” that will confront 
the Italian communists with the socialist parties of the 
Community in June. It confirms a development which 
matured after the letter sent in June by the then “number 
two man” of the PCI to the socialist leaders convened in 
madrid, and which was affirmed by Occhetto’s and 
Napolitano’s conversations first with the Frenchman 
Pierre Mauroy and then with the German Hans-Jochen 
Vogel last week, until it was expressed a few days ago in 
the mission assigned to Craxi by the European socialist 
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parties to “establish the appropriate contacts™ with the 
PCI leadership. Napolitano says, “Now we hope that the 
meeting between the two secretaries will come soon, 
within a year anyway, in view of the obvious fact that the 
of ideas that we requested of the Union of 
Socialist Parties of the EEC must precede the elections to 
pra ag at pe pte A agen | dpadenen 
= S eee to check possible agreements 
and Communists in Strasbourg. 
pt Ay op Spe yy pty 
mean the PCI alone.” 


The “foreign minister” of the PCI explains that this was 
the matter of the contacts, which according to Armando 
Cossutta would be used iustead to lay the foundations of 
a merger of the PCI's members of the European Parlia- 
ment with the socialist group. “Who supports Cossutta is 
entirely wrong. We have taken up the relevant questions 
even with Vogel, from the problems of market unifica- 
tion to the role of the Strasbourg meeting.” 


Water on the Polemics 


Now the ball is in Craxi’s court, and significantly the 
leader of the reformist wing of the PCI is throwing water 
on the fire of the polemics (from the battle over the 
secret ballot to the debate about electoral reform and 
from the dispute about drugs to the socialist secretary's 
irritation at the cartoons in L'UNITA) that have pitted 
the Via del Corso against the Via delle Botteghe Oscure 
[PCI headquarters}. As Napolitano maintains, “It is a 
matter of polemics about particular questions of the 
PSI's domestic policy, proposals and behavior, but they 
have never been about matters of Europe and interna- 
tional policy, on which there is instead a very wide 
agreement between the two parties. On the other hand. 
we have never thought of plottirg relations with the 
socialists of other countries behind the back of the PSI. 
We know very well that this is the difficulty and we do 
not want to reverse ourselves.” 


The meeting in Rore tomorrow and the day after 
tomorrow that the “Cl will devote to the 1992 meeting 
will also help to determine the subject to be taken up 
with the European lefts. As Gianni Cervetti, head of the 
communist group in Strasbourg, explained yesterday, 
three main programmatic points are to be discussed 0% 
which the PCI intends to develop its actions in the 
European Parliament, namely an abolition of customs 
barriers that will open the way “to a great market but not 
to any great den‘gulation,” a conception of political 
unity that will ben:g the European Parliament's role up 
to that of the Courcil of Ministers of the Community, 
and a resumption of Europe's policy of detente and 
toward the South of the world. 
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. 
tified by his subordination to Craxi,” who has driven 
him to support a drug bill that clashes with the values of 
Catholic solidan . As the communist leader concludes, 


the fact 1s that “We are seeing a sadomasochistic tango 
with De Mita obviously playing the masochist.” 
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No Action Against Companies in Libyan Chemical Deal 
LDO501114489 Berne International Service in English 
1000 GMT 5 Jan 89 


jExcerpts] Swiss authorities say they have no reason to 
take action against two companies named by the United 
States as being possibly involved in the transfer of chem- 
ical technology to Libya. A Foreign Ministry spokesman 


said the United States had not provided any proof to back 
up its suspicion nor requested legal assistance in the case. 
[passage omitted] 


Swiss law does not ban the export of chemical technol- 
ogy, but since July last year chemical substances used for 
making poison gas have been subjected to export restric- 
tions. 
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Finland 


* Efforts Toward CP Viewed 
36500026 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 22 Nov 88 p 2 


[Editorial by Bo Stenstrom: “Esko, Esko, and Commu- 
nism”; first paragraph is HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
introduction} 


[Text] The campaign by Seppanen and Tennila to reunite 
the Communists in the SKP [Fianish Communist Party] is 
commented on by Bo Stenstrom. 


When people talk about the SKP-Y, the “Y” stands for 
“unity.” The reference is to the former Taisto Commu- 
nists Or minority Communists. 


They still consider themselves members of the SKP, 
from which they have been expelled, but in fact they 
constitute two other parties: the SKP-Y and the DA 
(Democratic Alterative). 


In terms of party politics, the SKP-Y is home port to 
about 40 party branches, while the DA is an unquestion- 
ably unsuccessful attempt to mix dark red with dark 
green under the leadership of celebrity Kristiina Halkola. 


Glasnost has hurt the minority Communists, although 
they can still count on more support in the East than the 
SKP can. Our presidential election came at a particularly 
inconvenient time for them. 


Everything favored the majority. 


When the campaign on behalf of Koivisto could not 
accept the idea that the incumbent president wou!d be 
primarily the joint candidate of the SSDP [Finnish 
Social Democratic Party] and the SKDL [Finnish Peo- 
ple’s Democratic League], Kivisto ran as the SKDL 
candidate, and that opened a market niche in opposition 
to the blue-red coalition. 


Support for the DA's Kajanoja was painfully low both in 
the polling booth and within his own party, while 
Kivisto’s Action 88 attracted comrades both to the right 
and to the left of the SKDL. 


The fact that MP Esko Seppanen (SKP) and the deputy 
chairman of the SKP-Y, Esko-Juhani Tennila, united in 
support of 40 theses for reuniting the Finnish Commu- 
nist Party must, for example, be viewed as a consequence 
of the presidential election. 


The presidential election results were confirmed in the 
local elections. The SKDL/SKP seems to have passed its 
low point and can plan its future accordingly, while the 
DA/SKP-Y is and will remain a marginal phenomenon 
in Our party politics. 
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Esko & Esko are, however, continuing their two-man 
crusade a1nong distrustful comrades. 


Briefly put, reunification would involve accepting the 
expelled party branches back into the fold as SKP 
branches. At the same time, a Leftist Alliance would be 
formed with only individuals as members. 


The Leftist Alliance would be a expanded SKDL. The 
SKDL has been a thorn in the flesh of minority Com- 
munists because the SKDL’s few Socialists played a 
central role in the popular front governments and 
because the majority Communists have a strong organi- 
zational grip on the SKDL. 


The Leftist Alliance would strengthen the Communists’ 
mathematical chances in elections. 


The SKP and its leader, Jarmo Wahlistrom, do not want 
to accept Taisto-dominated party branches. They are 
willing to accept only repentant individual members. 


And even that is not a sure thing, since known minority 
Communists may find it hard to get accepted as members. 


The SKP is afraid that with minority branches in the 
party, there will be new compromises with the groups 
involved and conflicts. 


SKDL leader Reijo Kakela and SKP leader Wahistrom 
certainly do not find it an unpleasant thought that the 
SKP-Y will become only a shell of the old set of leaders. 
Arvo Aalto’s memoirs show why reconciliation is difficult. 


At the same time, the SKDL/SKP has gained self- 
confidence from the fact that its decline is ending and 
that it may be able to count on smali gains in coming 
elections. 


Glasnost has placed communism is a somewhat painful 
situation, but the SKDL and the majority Communists 
have a cleaner record than their comrades farther to the 
left. Now the SKDL is doing its best to go along with the 
times and be as progressive as possible in its attitude 
toward developments in Estonia. 


But foresight has seldom been the SKDL's strong suit. 


Esko & Esko’s voluntary “patrol duties” become more 
difficult if the government issue is added into the equation. 


The policy disagreements which led half of the party to 
be in the government and the other half to join the 
opposition in the days of the popular front are being 
accentuated in the face of a blue-red coalition. 


In the TV interview with the president, it emerged that 
Koivisto has no objection to the SKDL’s being part of 
the government. 


The Conservative Party is open to all proposals. 
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Party secretaries Helja Tammisola (SKP) and Salme 

Kandolin (SKDL) may discuss cooperation in a coa)i.ion 
t that includes the Conservative Party, but 

Wahistrom and Kekela flatly refuse. 


They want a new popular front, but that now seems 
unlikely. 


The SKDL and the SKP now discern an ideological 
aeee & Go Siew Wetaain Go qagnees Seaeeaee 
who have long been prominent in 

“all-inclusive party men” Kelnt Sonalend Baad Lie 
nen—on the one hand and, on the other, the traditional 
“exclusive Social Democrats” Pertti Paasio and Paavo 
Lipponen. 

The SKDL today is not a 16- or 17-percent party, but a 


10-percent party. In a blue-red government, the SKDL 
would be a coalition party overshadowed by the SSDP. 


Outside the government, the SKDL/SKP would have at 
least a potential possibility of attracting voters from both 
the SSDP and the SKP-Y and thereby becoming even 
more important to the SSDP. 


According to the threat picture as seen by the Commu- 
nists, participation in the government would undermine 
credibility and contribute to the party's further calcifi- 
cation. If any party needs young people, it is the Com- 
munist Party. 


But the SKDL/SKP cannot always be content merely to 
protect its own turf. In the presidential election of 1994 
at the latest, the party may be forced to choose between 
Social Democratic Sorsa, who stands for blue-red coop- 
eration, and the Center Party's Vayrynen, who stands 
not for “red humus” but for blue-green. 


Considering what has happened both with the Commu- 
nists and with the government during just the past 2 or 3 
years, 1994 is probably not yet keeping Wahistrom or 
Kakela awake at night, but if participation in the gov- 
ernment again becomes an immediate issue, the party 
must be able to participate as a united body. 


Norway 
* Increasing Signs Economy Nearing Trouble 


* Toward Record Unemployment 
36390018 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
1 Nov 88 p 35 


[Article by Yngve Hellestol, et al: “Toward New Record 
Unemployment”] 


[Text] Unemployment is rapidly approaching the record 


level of 1984, when 80,000 people were registered as 
being unemployed. “The increase in October was ereater 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


than expected,” said Local Government and Labor Min- 
ister Kjell Borgen, who also announced that new steps 
would be taken to combat unemployment. “It is not a 
matter of money,” he said. 


The Labor Directorate fears an additional increase dur- 
ing the remainder of this fall and is awaiting the Decem- 
ber figures with great concern. “The unemployment 
figures for October are foreboding,” LO [Norwegian 
Federation of Trade Unions] leader Leif Haraldseth 
said. Conservative Party Chairman Jan P. Syse said that 
the bleak unemployment figures were alarming. 


Unemployment increased by 3,200 people from Septem- 
ber to October and 53,633 are now registered as totally 
without work. An additional 24,000 are employed in 
make-work programs. 


Over half of the unemployed are under 30 years of age, 
placing Norway at the top among all the OECD countries. 


Unemployment has increased by 80 percent over the past 
12 months. It has doubled in Hordaland, Mora and 
Romsdal, and Rogaland, while it has tripled in Oslo. The 
increase in unemployment is having its greatest impact on 
the larger cities, such as Bergen, Trondheim, and Oslo. 


Announced dismissals and layoffs in the banking and 
finance sector were not reflected in the October figures, 
according to director Ola H. Metliaas of the Labor 
Directorate. He said that the main reason for the 
increase in unemployment was a reduction in the num- 
ber of jobs in industries that have experienced growth 
during the eighties. This includes the sale of goods and 
services, as \vell as banking, finance, and insurance. 


Local Government and Labor Minister Kjell Borgen 
announced that there would be. additional measures to 
bring about a better utilization of labor market measures. 


“We are considering taking steps in the local and 
national government sectors while, at the same time, 
making more effective use of unemployment insurance,” 
said the cabinet minister, who announced that 170 
positions would be added at unemployment offices. 
“The problem will not be money, but more effective use 
of it,” Kjell Borgen said. He fears an increase in unem- 
ployment throughout the remainder of the fall. Never- 
theless, he believes the average level of unemployment 
will be under 60,000 in 1989. 


“We now fear a trend similar to that of the mid- 
eighties,” said LO leader Leif Haraldsteth, who stressed 
that the most importznt steps to be taken now are 
increasing investments in industry and, at the same time, 
getting the maximum possible yield out of government 
programs to combat unemployment. 
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“The rapid increase in unemployment and the pessi- 
mism in business circles gives us reason for concern. The 


necessary restructuring will take time—and now we are 
ye ay ree ae a unemploy- 
ment long before the restructuring is under way. Busi- 
ness investments have dropped more than we estimated 
— — — — 3 — oo 
highly competitive fields,” said Prof Erling Steigum of 
the School of Business. 


Alarming 


Conservative Party leader Jan P. Syse said that the 
unemployment figures revealed that the Government 
had failed to create the necessary conditions for new 


growth and profitable new jobs. 


AUF [Labor Party Youth Organization] leader Jens 
Stoltenberg said that, despite everything, there was one 
bright spot, since youth unemployment had dropped by 
1,000 since the previous month. 


Bleak Out West 


“Unemployment in Bergen and its surroundings doubled 
from October last year to October this year. We expect 
an additional worsening of the situation in the future. I 
am concerned because some of the pillars of employment 
in Bergen were dealt some severe blows last year,” the 
district labor chief for Bergen and surroundings Sigurd 
Oystese told AFTENPOSTEN. 


He pointed out that the engineering industry, trade, bank- 
ing, and finance, all of which have provided a significant 
number of jobs in Bergen, have now cut back and will 
continue making reductions. In many ways, Bergen and its 
surroundings are a typical illustration of the “new unem- 
ployment” in Norway. New groups of workers, such as 
employees in finance, trade, and services in general, are 
now standing in the unemployment line—and because 
these groups are among those with unemployment prob- 
lems, joblessness will increase in the cities. 


So far, the labor exchange office in Bergen has concen- 
trated on young people between 16 and 24 years of age, 
but in the future the office will have to expand its efforts 
to include unemployed workers in general. 


“Our problem is to find good emergency jobs. We want 
to use the funds we have available where there is and will 


be a demand for labor, but a number of the areas we see 
as alternatives for emergency jobs are areas in which 
workers are now being laid off. It is extremely difficult to 
see what type of labor will be in demand in the future,” 


Oystese said. 


The district labor chief fears a rise in unemployment 
through February, but hopes the situation will improve 
in March. 
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“I have been working here at Dale A/S for almost 40 
years and I have seen a little bit of everything, but it has 
never looked as bleak as it does now,” said Einar 
Moberg, chief shop steward at Norway’s largest clothing 
manufacturer. 


Until | month ago Dale A/S, which is in Vaksdal 60 km 
from Bergen, had 510 employees. Today almost 450 of 
these are working 3-day weeks. 


Yesterday, employees were also informed that layoffs at 
the plant’s knitwear division would be extended until 
Christmas, while employees of the knitting yarn division 
had their layoffs extended an additional 8 weeks until 
the end of January next year. 


While large sections of the Norwegian clothing industry 
had a difficult time last year, the Investa-controlled Dale 
A/S showed good results. This year the situation is 
completely different, with pre-investment results for the 
second third of the year of minus 1.2 million kroner, 
which was 3.6 million lower than in the budget. 


* Industry Chief Comments 
36390018 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
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[Guest Commentary by Egil Mykiebust, administrative 
director of the Norwegian Federation of Employers: 
“From Oil Flood To Slaughter Time”) 


[Text] Most industrialized countries are now enjoying a 
high growth rate and a drop in unemployment. In 
Norway, on the other hand, there is zero growth and a 
sharp rise in unemployment. As always, to explain the 
difference we must look to the past. A good place to stop 
would be 1973. 


During that year, we discussed for the first time how 
spending large oil revenues here at home would affect the 
Norwegian economy. Parliamentary Report 25 (1973-74) 
stated that it would result in a decline in businesses in 
highly competitive fields and a one-sided and unhealthy 
dependence on oil. This keen insight was of little use. We 
did what we should not have done and that is the main 
reason for the economic slowdown that is limited to 
Norway. 


Unforeseen Effect 


Another main reason, which the authors of Parliamen- 
tary Report 25 did noi foresee, was the effect that sudden 
large revenues would have on the behavior patterns of an 
entire nation. This can best be described by the old 
proverb: “It takes a strong back to bear good times.” 


The feeling of constantly increasing wealth led to the 
borrowing boom of 1985, after the credit market was 
deregulated. The effect of this credit explosion is pre- 
cisely the same as if the billions in oil revenues had been 
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pumped directly into the economy. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of jobs without a foundation in economic reality 
sprang up out of the sand and they are now withering 
away as fast as the torrent of oil money has disappeared. 


Back To 1975 


This wealth, which was peculiar to Norway, meant that 
since back in 1975 we have been able to conduct an 
economic policy completely different from that of other 
countries. We neglected to adapt to the harsh economic 
conditions that led to high unemployment in the EC 
countries. Now, with the same initial conditions that the 
other countries had in 1975, we must show that we can 
solve these problems better, not through high and pro- 
longed unemployment, but by reducing our costs. 


We are in a much better position than many countries 
were when they were hit by the second jump in oil prices 
in 1979. First of all, we have a relatively small foreign 
debt, although it is now rising too rapidly. Secondly, we 
have had full employment for many years, which makes 
those who have now lost their jobs better suited for other 
work. A third positive feature is that more and more 
private individuals seem to realize how serious the 
situation is. This is reflected most clearly in the drop in 
private consumption over the past few years. In 1986 
people consumed 7 percent more than they earned. Now 
we are on the way back toward positive savings in 
households. 


More Sober Thinking 


The public sector has not awakened as quickly. Public 
expenditures are still rising far faster that total revenues. 
But here, too, realism seems to be slowly creeping in. The 
latest reports indicate that many local governments have 
introduced a hiring freeze and now realize the need for a 
sober new way of thinking. A large share of the burden 
must be shouldered by the public sector. After several 
years of overconsumption, there should be numerous 
possibilities for doing this without unacceptable conse- 
quences to the public services with the highest priority. 


Throughout the time of prosperity that was limited to 
Norway, a number of sacred cows were fattened. Now 
the lean years have come and, thus, it is the season for 
slaughter. Subsidies to industries, where agriculture is 
the largest item, must be reduced drastically. The funds 
that are freed up in this way must be used to reduce 
taxes. This would stimulate the economy and promote 
efficiency. Subsidies to individuals must also be cut. The 
door to the disability insurance office must be made 
smaller and the possibility of qualifying days for benefits 
must be examined. 


Companies competing here on the domestic market are 
now becoming much weaker. This makes it difficult for 
them to increase their market share, both here and 
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abroad. This leaves Norwegian companies vulnerable for 
takeover at bargain prices by foreign investors, since 
Norwegian investors are frightened off the market. 


Out Of Stagnation 


We must now see to it that the labor force that is freed up 
in a Stagnating economy is used more and more in highly 
competitive areas. This can bring the economy out of its 
Stagnation and into a period of renewed growth. 


But to do this, increased employment and increased 
investments in highly competitive areas must be profit- 
able. The yardstick of profitability is that we must do it 
at least as well as other countries around us. Let us strive 
for this! 


* Paper Issues Recommendations 
36390018 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
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[Editorial: “Need For Firm Control”} 


[Text] At long last, most Norwegians now seem to 
understand how serious the economic crisis is. Bank- 
ruptcies, cutbacks, and plant closures are not just some- 
thing the newspapers write about—they have become a 
bitter reality for more and more people. When compa- 
nies all across the country “trim the fat” and “cut” 
positions to reduce costs, we know that it is people’s jobs 
that are disappearing. 


In most cases, measures designed to turn a company’s 
financial situation around mean that the number of its 
employees is reduced. The cruel choice a company faces 
is who it must let go and who can stay. There is no 
middle ground and natural attrition is seldom enough. 
When the accounts are balanced, it is always personnel 
costs that weigh heaviest. 


While we can learn from the mistakes (and blunders) 
that we make in good times, we can learn much faster to 
hope for an improvement in times of acute problems. In 
this connection, we have recently seen several bright 
spots, especially with regard to the attitude many 
employees have revealed at a number of companies. One 
fundamental question is what we must do to help threat- 
ened companies survive and save jobs in the long terrn. 
It is a tried-and-true rule that you should not attempt to 
increase your wages beyond a level that is justified by 
production. Living beyond your means can be expen- 
sive—and this is true of both companies and individuals. 


And this is precisely what they have come to under- 
stand—those 62 percent who according to an AFTEN- 
POSTEN poll support wage legislation. When the 
respondents answer as they have, it is because they know 
what a threat it is to jobs if wages are allowed to run wild. 
This is precisely what happened over a period of several 
years and we are now witnessing the results. 
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When so many people take a stand in favor of wage 
legislation, it is a clear indication that people in general 
understand the necessity of firm control in a time of crisis. 
Of course, the means that are used may be the subject of 
discussion, but there is no doubt in our minds that some 
form of regulation or another must be considered during 
the upcoming wage negotiations. This must be done in the 
form of cooperation on wage policy in which the authori- 
ties facilitate a package agreement. A strong effort must 
also be made to stimulate the economy. 


* 40,000 More Jobless 
36390018 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
15 Nov 88 p 19 


[Article by Kjell Aaserud: “40,000 Fewer Norwegians 
With Jobs in 1989"] 


[Text] “It is realistic to assume that the decline in employ- 
ment in 1989 will affect approximately 40,000 people,” 
director Tor Steig of the Federation of Norwegian Indus- 
tries told AFTENPOSTEN. At the same tinie, an addi- 
tional 10-15 thousand people will join the hunt for jobs. 


Steig believes that the need to increase productivity in 
the most important industries and the need for better 
profitability can cause such a significant drop in employ- 
ment. Steig’s estimate is based, to a great extent, on how 
the individual branches of industry see their own 
employment situation developing in the future. 


“It is a question of recovering lost productivity,” Steig 
said. “In a number of industries, employment was 
increased more than production up to the very end so 
that productivity dropped even more, even ‘after the 
party was over,’ if I may use such an expression.” 


The prognosis for industry indicates that employment 
will drop by 10,000 in 1989, after already falling from 
352,000 in 1987 to 343,000 in the third quarter of this 
year. The decline has become stronger in October and 
November. 


More Employees In Threatened Jobs 


“Considering the need for profitable jobs, it is frighten- 
ing to think that industry is alone, so to speak, in having 
increased productivity during the eighties. In other 
branches and businesses, the number of employees has 
generally ircreased, while productivity has fallen. 
Employmen: has been kept up at the cost of profitability. 
The number of threatened jobs is increasing every day.” 


Steig illustrated this with figures: In building and con- 
struction there were 172,000 employees in the third 
quarter, compared to 166,000 in 1987. In commodity 
trade, hotels, and restaurants, there was a reduction of 
375,000 to 372,000 from 1987 to the third quarter of 
1988, while transport showed an increase from 178,000 
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to 180,000. Banking, finance, real estate, and business- 
related services rose from 155,000 to 163,000. Public 
and private services rose from 709,000 to 710,000. 


If we look at the overall figures, we see that there was a 
drop in employment of just 3,000 from 1987 to the third 
quarter of 1988—from 2,126,000 to 2,123,000. The 
unemployment figures show a much sharper rise simply 
because of an increase in the labor force. 


Swift And Heavy-Handed or Torturous 


“It is remarkable that the bad times we have had for so 
long have not resulted in a greater drop in empioyment,” 
Steig said. “We can only increase our competitive 
strength by raising productivity.” 


“If we eliminate public and private .ervices from my 
predictions, then a reduction in employment by 40,000 
in 1989 would yield a 2-percent increase in productivity. 
The situation calls for this. In the service sectors, there 
has been a clear drop in productivity during the eighties. 
It is at least reasonable to believe that we must reach the 
same level of productivity we had before more money 
was pumped into the market than the value of goods we 
produced. We have a great potential for increasing 
productivity. The question now is not whether we shall 
improve, but how swiftly we shall proceed. We must go 
through this in order to avoid a steady increase in 
unemployment. We are facing a choice. Shall we do 
something swiftly and effectively, but heavy-handedly, 
or shall we torture ourselves?” director Tor Steig said. 


* Bank Chief Optimistic 
36390018 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
23 Nov 88 p 3 


[Article by Cecilie Norland: “Gives Bright Picture of 
Norwegian Economy Abroad” 


[Text] While abroad, central bank chief Hermod Skan- 
land gives a totally different and far brighter picture of 
the Norwegian economy than the bleak predictions we 
are given here at home. In New York yesterday, he said 
among other things that Norwegian bank stock is cheap. 


Long ago, most Norwegians became accostomed to the 
fact that Skanland is always concerned about the Nor- 
wegian economy and his speeches are seldom particu- 
larly uplifting. Those who found their way to the Nor- 
wegian-American Chamber of Commerce in New York 
for lunch yesterday found the top leader of the Bank of 
Norway playing an unusual role—that of an optimist. 


“I see no reason why Norway would be unsuccessful in 
its restructuring process,” Skanland said in a speech 
entitled “Adjustment or New Orientation: The Norwe- 
gian Economy Moving Toward the Nineties.” He took 
this Opportunity to dispel two myths concerning the 
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Norwegian economy: the idea that it was the oil industry 
that caused stagnation on mainland Norway and the 
criticism that we have spent the oil money as fast as it 
has come in. 


“Growth in the public sector and in private consumption 
must be seen as the min reasons for the stagnation on 
mainland Norway,” said Skanland, who also told his 
audience that Norway had used the oil revenues to pay 
off the country’s debt and build up over 60 billion kroner 
in reserves. 


Important Choices 


Skanland described the present austerity measures in the 
Norwegian economy and said that we now face two 
important choices: how swiftly we should make the 
adjustment and what we should do to insure growth 
during the 1990's. 


“The restructuring of Norway has already had a consider- 
able cost. We have an unemployment rate that is extremely 
high by Norwegian standards, we have seen a wave of 
bankruptcies among businesses, and our finan- 


Norwegian 
cial institutions have suffered significant losses,” Skanland 
said. He also said that banks could be expected to suffer 
significant losses both this year and next. In this connec- 
tion, the head of the centrai bank put in a plug for 
Norwegian bank stock when he said that, while the bank's 
losses had already had an effect on the price of their stock, 
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this price was now “well under what the stock is worth.” 
Those in attendance at the Chamber of Commerce were 
also assured once again that the solvency of Norwegian 
banks is in good shape and that the central bank served as 
guarantor for banks with problems. 


Very Positive 


Skanland’s most important message was the positive 
results that have been achieved by austerity measures in 
Norway. The trade balance has improved 

inflation is on the tvay down, and speculation concerning 
a Norwegian devaluation in the near future are 
“unfounded,” based on the performance of the Norwe- 
gian economy, the central bank chief stressed. He was 
also optimistic over the possibility of a trade surplus 
throughout the 1990's. Because of increasing oil produc- 
tion, Norway will earn a significant amount of money, 
even with relatively low oil prices. 


“The first task in creating new growth is to produce 
resources in the form of labor power. We have now done 
this and we have also managed to reduce the nominal 
interest rate in Norway. The second step is to train the 
labor force to perform new tasks. This is an extensive 
job, but we already see some positive signs in this area,” 
Skanland said. He stressed the importance of moderate 
wage increases in Norway and he expressed his belief 
that there would be modest increases after wage negoti- 
ations this spring. 
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